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1. This report provides s geogrephical sppraisel of
developuents and activities in the Sowlet Arciic. In the evalumtion
of these fmctors, particular attention was given to ecouonmic and
nilitary considerations i{ncluding the ewrruat stetus and ssgnitude
sf Soviet efforts involved, In view of the limited intelligence
avallable for the Soviet Arctie mmdt of the increesing strategic
frportande of the region, the report should be of vital interest to
persong in the intclligence ecommunity concermed with the ecouncaic
and strategic potentials mot only of the Soviet Arctic, but also of
the entire Aretic Peglon,

5, Within the study fowr major aspeets of tbe Soviet Avetic
arc emphasiged: populatica sad settleseat characteristics, eoonomic
activitics, transpartation facilities, and the physical euviromment,
Although each of these topics is tremted systamstlcally, all of them
are cvalusted in relstion to the total potential of the Jovist Arctic.
Such an saslysis reguired en entemous axoust of rescarch vagsed
cilefly on finished and ravw latelligence, ineluding Bussisn language
mterials reaging frow sostiered nevspaper reports to lengthy
peblicatioss of specifiic subjects.

3, “Throughout the report, the magnitude of the current Joviet
effort to develop the Arctie emerges. ALl sepects of this program --
wvhether velated to physical eavircament, seitlement, LXANSPOriatinng ==
reven! the great significence attached to the Arctic by the Soviet
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